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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE — TEMPORARY ORDER — DIVISIONS 
Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

On motion without notice by Mr D.A. Templeman (Leader of the House), resolved with an absolute majority — 
That so much of the standing orders be suspended as is necessary to enable a motion to be moved forthwith 
for the house to adopt a temporary order in relation to divisions. 

Motion 
MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah — Leader of the House) [3.26 pm]: I move — 

That, until the end of 2022, the following temporary order in relation to divisions applies — 
(1) Standing Orders 137 to 141 read as follows — 

Calling a division 
137.  (1) A member may call for a division after the Speaker has announced an 

opinion on the voices as to whether the ‘Ayes’ or ‘Noes’ have it, but not 
after the Speaker confirms that opinion to the Assembly. 

(2) A member who calls for a division will vote with those who, in the opinion 
of the Speaker, were in the minority. 

(3) Where the Speaker forms the view that an absolute majority may be 
required, the Speaker will advise the House accordingly and require 
a division of the Assembly. 

Member may cancel call for division 
138.  If a member accidentally calls for a division, the call for a division may be 

cancelled if the member brings it to the attention of the Speaker prior to the 
completion of the ringing of the bells. The division will then be called off by 
the Speaker who will again announce an opinion on the voices. 

Procedure for division 
139.  When a division has been called for — 

(1) Strangers will withdraw from the Chamber. 
(2) The Speaker will state the question and direct members to exit the Chamber 

and re-enter through the door behind the Speaker’s Chair. 
(3) The Speaker will direct the ‘Ayes’ to pass to the right of the Chair and be 

marked off as they pass by a Clerk at the Clerks’ Table and the ‘Noes’ to 
pass to the left of the Chair and be marked off as they pass by a Clerk at 
the Clerks’ Table. 

(4) The Speaker will appoint at least one Teller for each side. 
(5) The Speaker will order the division bells to be rung for two minutes. 
(6) After passing the Clerks’ Table members will either resume their seat or 

leave the Chamber. 
(7) After the two minutes have expired, voting will continue until either the 

Tellers agree and advise the Speaker that all members present have voted 
or until a period of one minute has elapsed from the last member to record 
a vote. 

(8) After counting the votes the Tellers will sign their respective list, and the 
Speaker will declare the result of the division. 

Error in tally 
140.  If there is confusion or error in the numbers reported, unless they can be 

corrected, the Speaker will conduct another division. 
Speaker’s casting vote 
141.  In the event of an equality of votes, the Speaker may give a casting vote. 

(2) Standing Orders are suspended accordingly to the extent necessary to effect these arrangements. 
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I acknowledge the democratic process that the Deputy Speaker outlined in his comments on the committee report 
previously. Although some could see it as a resounding objection to the method that I introduced during the last 
Parliament, it is important to note that the camaraderie that was experienced under the old regime was good. 
The SPEAKER: You may well defend it. 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: I know. I need to highlight the procedure in the motion before us for the return to what 
some would see as a draconian method of voting and how that will be accommodated. I understand that members 
will be given a map by chamber officers that shows how divisions will work under the proposed temporary order 
that I am now outlining. It is important to note that this procedure has been drafted to ensure appropriate physical 
distancing during the process of voting in the house. As outlined in the motion, when the bells ring, government 
members will need to line up from the courtyard side of the chamber and enter through the double doors to my right. 
Noting the markings on the carpet, they will need to form a line that goes out the back of the chamber and then 
proceed to come in from behind the Speaker’s dais to be tallied off, after which they will exit to the left. 
The opposition is indicated on this map by the teal colour. Its members will enter via the corridor from my left, 
move to the back of the chamber and then exit out to my right or through the central corridor. 
The SPEAKER: The opposition can exit through those doors, I think. 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: That is right. That should be as clear as mud to all members. The other point is about 
the incorrect calling for a division. The temporary standing order accounts for someone who has accidentally called 
for a division. If the person who has incorrectly called for a division brings it to the attention of the Speaker, the 
temporary order allows for the Speaker to call off the division. 
An error in tally is mentioned and the Speaker’s casting vote is also highlighted. 
The SPEAKER: The Speaker’s casting vote will be very relevant—highly likely; not! 
Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Absolutely. Members, it is important that people note the physical distancing requirements 
in these arrangements and the markings on the carpet. Members should note that this temporary order will apply 
until the end of 2022. I thank the opposition for its conversations with the Speaker, the Speaker’s office and me. 
This is an appropriate way to progress, given the COVID-related impositions we face. 
MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [3.33 pm]: I will pick up on what the Leader of 
the House has said. The opposition is quite happy with this change. In fact, I think that many opposition members 
probably voted in our earlier submission to switch back to the walk-through divisions rather than the stand-up 
divisions, so we are happy to see this temporary order put in place. I, for one, would be happy if it were to become 
permanent. In order to maintain social distancing et cetera, it is important that we do this. I thank the Leader of the 
House for his communication with us on the matter, and also the Speaker and the clerks who have had discussions 
with us. I look forward to the time when there may be an opportunity for you, Madam Speaker, to cast your vote. 
I wonder which way it might go! That is something that we will look forward to with a great deal of pleasure. 
Question put and passed. 

Statement by Speaker 
THE SPEAKER (Mrs M.H. Roberts) [3.35 pm]: Members, with respect to the motion just passed, I advise that 
although the wording of the 2022 walk-through divisions temporary order is the same as the 2020 temporary order, the 
actual walk-through procedure this year will be slightly different. Upon calling a division, members will exit the chamber 
as previously, but instead of all members gathering in the division or Speaker’s corridors, government members will 
queue outside either in the courtyard or the colonnade, which runs alongside the courtyard. Government members will 
then enter the division corridor from the northern colonnade door. Non-government members will enter the division 
corridor either from the southern doors opposite the Legislative Assembly Office or via the Speaker’s corridor. Indicators 
will be marked on the carpet to remind members of the space to be maintained while queuing. I ask for the cooperation 
of members in that regard. After members have entered the chamber from behind the Speaker’s dais and walked past 
the left or right side of the Clerk’s table to cast their votes, they can leave through the Bar of the house at the rear of 
the chamber or through the southern doors into the division corridor. Members cannot depart through the northern 
doors—do not go back towards the courtyard. Allow that space to be clear as other government members may well 
be queuing on the other side of the doors to come into the chamber. A map showing the two routes into and out of 
the chamber will be handed out by chamber staff for reference, in addition to a copy of the temporary order. 
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